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Turkey Point Lighthouse
in Cecil County

MARYLAND TRAVEL:

A Peek Around the Chesapeake Bay

aryland’s Eastern Shore is the perfect place to welcome the
arrival of spring. Starting at the very top of the Chesapeake
Bay, Cecil County is filled with heritage sites and state parks. Water,
naturally, is everywhere. Aside from the bay, the county contains
five rivers and the C & D (that’s Chesapeake & Delaware) Canal, built
in the early 1800s to shorten the water route between Philadelphia
and Baltimore. The C & D Canal Museum in Chesapeake City, located
in an original pump house, highlights its backstory. Historic South
Chesapeake City is tucked along the southern bank of the canal.
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the town has

picturesque 19th century homes, most of which were built along
the waterway. The riverside town of North East is home to specialty
shops, restaurants, and the Upper Bay Museum, which opens for
the season at the end of May. The museum covers the heritage of
commercial and recreational fishing in the area. One of the natural
highlights of the county is Elk Neck State Park. A one-mile walk along
wooded trail leads to the historic Turkey Point Lighthouse at the head
of the Chesapeake Bay. Given its location on a scenic cliff 100 feet
above the water, the lighthouse provides an amazing vantage point
of five rivers flowing together to form the Chesapeake Bay. u
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